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The Ecology Center, Inc.
801 Sherwood Street, Suite B

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 728-5733

(406) 728-9432 fax

ecocenter@wildrockies.org
September 25, 2000

Bob Castaneda

Forest Supervisor, Kootenai NF

506 US Highway 2 West

Libby, MT 59923

Dear Mr. Castaneda,


I am writing on behalf of the Ecology Center with my concerns over the changes in the Kootenai’s NEPA document distribution process.  In response to your comment that public participation “can promote better decisions”, we note that the Ecology Center has frequently participated in the public participated process, and intends to continue to do so, on the Kootenai National Forest.  However, we feel that the policy change in question may jeopardize the efficiency of and accessibility to the public participation process.  Experiences with other national forests have demonstrated that requests for project information requests are often improperly processed.  Forest Service offices have neglected to inform the Ecology Center of projects prior to a decision notice, even though documentation has shown that the Ecology Center has requested to remain of the project mailing list.  The Ecology Center’s response to such instances has resulted in extension of and inefficiencies in the project’s public participation process and may result in future legal actions.  We mention our experiences with other forests in order to urge you to reconsider the KNF’s policy change.


We request that you elaborate upon your rationale for changing the NEPA information request process and clarify the new policy.  As the Ecology Center desires NEPA information on most projects undertaken on the KNF, requiring the Ecology Center to request NEPA information on each ranger district’s projects individually will consume additional time and resources from both the KNF and the Ecology Center.


As the brief mention of the policy change on the quarterly schedule was inadequate for the Ecology Center to understand the new policy and your rationale for the new policy, we request to remain on the mailing list for all projects listed in the quarterly report.  We anticipate that this statement will allow us to be included in the public participation process for all projects mentioned in the quarterly report unless you reply to this letter with contrary information.   


Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely, 

Lauren Buckley

Ecosystem Defense
