The Ecology Center, Inc.
801 Sherwood Street, Suite B

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 728-5733

(406) 728-9432 fax

ecocenter@wildrockies.org
May 8, 2000
Steve Segovia, Assistant Director for Appeals & Litigation

USDA Forest Service

Stop 1104

P.O. Box 96090

Washington, D.C. 20090-6090
Mr. Segovia:

This letter is regarding the failure of Responsible Officials in the Northern Region to contact all appellants as required under 36 CFR §215.16(a).  Often the Responsible Official or his/her representative places a telephone call to the Ecology Center with the expectation that we “represent” all appellants.  They usually refuse to call other appellants because, as they say, the only signature on the appeal was of a staff member of our organization, even though other appellants are listed. 

Usually, I tell the Forest Service caller that I cannot “represent” other organizations for the purposes of informal resolution, and that they must call those organizations to deal with informal resolution.  Usually they refuse, and often there is no informal appeal resolution meeting as a result.  The caller tells me that the Regional Office has approved such a procedure. 

Last week I spoke to Barbara Timberlake of your staff concerning this issue.  Ms. Timberlake told me that she could find no Forest Service national policy like the Northern Region’s procedure.  I believe the Northern Region’s policy is violating the appeal regulation cited above, which states:

Offer to meet.  When a decision is appealed under this part, the Responsible Official must contact the appellant(s) and offer to meet and discuss resolution of the issues raised in the appeal.  This contact shall be made as soon as practicable after an appeal has been filed.

I ask that you please direct the Northern Region to follow regulations and contact all appellants directly, to end this annoyance to the public.

Thanks for looking into this matter.  I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Jeff Juel
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