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August 13, 1999





Michael Dombeck, Chief


USDA Forest Service


201 14th & Independence Ave., Room 4, NW


Washington, DC 20250





Mr. Dombeck:





Attached is a letter to the Northern Region Appeal Deciding Officer regarding the incredibly awful informal appeal resolution process the Idaho Panhandle National Forests Supervisor’s Office undertook following the appeal of the Douglas-fir Bark Beetle Project Record of Decision.





The IPNF violated the informal appeals resolution regulations (36 CFR 215) by refusing to offer to meet with all the appellants.  This and the rest of the IPNF’s bad faith dealings with the public regarding the Douglas-fir Beetle Project show the futility of trying to work within the administrative process on this Forest.





IPNF Supervisor David Wright and Brad Gilbert of his staff are two major impediments to the admirable goals you have for improving the way the Idaho Panhandle National Forests are managed.  These two men have carried on the timber-first agenda on this Forest for over ten years, and are prime examples of why the agency is so hard to change through citizen participation in the Forest Planning and Project procedures.





Mr. Wright has taken a complete, “sue me” approach and I can assure you this is the only thing he asks of us that we intend to deliver.





For the good of future of the IPNF and the citizens of this region, I urge you cancel the Douglas-fir Beetle Project and find replacements for Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Wright among the truly ethical and responsible that exist in the ranks of the Forest Service.





Sincerely,





Jeff Juel


Ecosystem Defense Coordinator


