May 8, 1999





Dick Paterson, Deputy Director of Recreation, Heritage


& Wilderness Resources


US Forest Service





Dear Mr. Patterson,





The Lands Council is becoming increasingly concerned over the emergence of


new technology that is impacting our nations National Forests.   As you know


recreational demand continues to increase on public lands, wilderness areas


are moving towared restricting visits, campgrounds are often full, and user


conflicts abound.  We are very concerned about the fee system - it appears


to encourage commercial development of our National Forests and not protect


wildlife, water quality, and resource values.





It is no longer possible to ignore the conflict of motorized forest use with


wildlife and the public seeking quiet and solitude from it's public lands.


The Forest Service's new Pay-to-Play programs will inevitably lead to


further commercialization, privatization and motorization of recreational


opportunities on America's Public Lands and the native biological diversity


will be hurt.





New motorized equipment, such as the following, needs to be managed by the


Forest Service, this managment is lacking in virtually all Forest Plans:





Motorized powerboards and snowboards, the Motorized Water-Ski , Motorized


Rollerblades, PolarBearT Snomoboard, duneboard,  off road scooter board,


motorized AT-Skateboard,  Power Skiing, Gyrocopters" and "Gyrogliders,


Coyote - All Terrain Rollerblades are all new and their environmental


impacts must be assessed before they are used on public lands.





Determining appropriate use and fees is complicated by the desire of most


Americans to get out on the land and not face undue regulation or costs.


However, a future of degraded forests, already playing out in National


Forests near urban areas is a likely reality if some level of control and


direction isn't provided.





The default plan should be that each new powered device cannot be used on


public forests until a managment plan is written.   Fees must be appropriate


to the expense of managment, and impacts on the land.  For example a pair of


boots on a 10 mile trail makes a level of noise, soil and wildlife impacts,


a motorized watercraft has impacts associated with noise, water pollution,


law enforcement costs etc.  These must be analyzed.





Areas of the forest should be designated for motorized use, and other areas


should prohibit motorized use - in addition to the Wilderness designation on


some National Forests.





Road managment planning is key and recreational considerations should be


part of the ongoing Road Policy Managment efforts.





I would like to be on a list that receives information about the Forest


Service recreational plans.








Thank you for your attention to our concerns.  Please send any


correspondence via email (mpeters@televar.com) or to my address at 88 Storm


King Lane, Republic, WA 99166





Sincerely,








Mike Petersen


The Lands Council


517 S. Division


Spokane, WA 99202


