=====  A message from the 'appealist' discussion list  =====





The FS should prepare a supplemental NEPA document when the original NEPA


document is more than five years old.  This is especially true if an EIS was


initially prepared.  Here is some brief language on this:





The Forest Service Handbook requires the Forest Service to "review the


documentation of actions awaiting implementation and those of ongoing


programs or projects at least every three to five years to determine if the


environmental analysis and documentation should be corrected, supplemented,


or revised."  F.S. Handbook, 1909.15 § 18.03.  "If new information or


changed circumstances relating to the environmental impacts of a proposed


action come to the attention of the responsible official after a decision


has been made and prior to completion of the approved program or project,


the responsible official must review the information carefully to determine


its importance.  F.S. Handbook 1909.15 § 18.1.  If the new information or


changed circumstances indicate that changes in the EA are needed to address


environmental concerns that have a bearing on the action or its impacts, the


EA must be revised.  F.S. Handbook 1909.15 § 18.4.  If, based on the revised


EA, the proposed action may have a significant effect on the environment, an


EIS must be prepared.  F.S. Handbook 1909.15 § 18.4.





Similarly, the response to question 32 of the CEQ's "Forty Most Asked


Questions Concerning CEQ's NEPA Regulations", provides that a supplemental


EIS should be prepared if an EIS is more than five years old or if new


information arises. (http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/40/40p3.htm)  Inasmuch


as an Environmental Assessment is the document which determines whether an


Environmental Impact Statement will be drafted, new information which would


trigger a supplemental EIS logically must also require a supplemental EA


where no EIS has been drafted for that project.
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