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P.O. BOX 5103 

SWAN LAKE, MT  59911


May 18, 2001

Montana Board of Land Commissioners

Capitol Station

Helena, MT  59620










VIA FACSIMILE

Dear Land Commissioners:

On behalf of Friends of the Wild Swan, Alliance for the Wild Rockies and The Ecology Center I urge you not to approve the proposed temporary rule for DNRC's Biodiversity Guidance for the following reasons:  

1)  The temporary rule allows for very little public involvement.  The State Forest Land Management Plan went through an extensive public process with numerous hearings and an adequate public comment period.  This proposed temporary rule would have only one public hearing, and a short time period for public comment.  Given the public's interest in and the importance of the old growth issue we believe that this expedited process for a rule that expires on October 1st is not adequate. 

2)  This temporary rule is a blatant attempt to sidestep Judge Sherlock's current injunction on logging old growth.  While the DNRC and Land Board may attempt to cloak this as implementation of SB 354, it's short life span (only until October 1st) only serves to allow DNRC to log old growth.   

3)  The temporary rule, as written, does not include the recommendations of the Scientific Review Team that were adopted by this Land Board in February.  This sends a confusing message to the public and DNRC about where the Land Board stands.

Once again, I urge you to skip this unnecessary process and reject the temporary rule and its truncated public process.

Sincerely,

Arlene Montgomery, Friends of the Wild Swan

for

Ryan Shaffer, Alliance for the Wild Rockies

and

Jeff Juel, The Ecology Center

