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From Chad:  Hi Amy,  This 12" biomass provision would be a disaster here in the Sierra Nevada.  We are already dealing with the forest degradation caused by the biomass industry and this provision in the energy bill would exacerbate the problem tremendously.  


First, biomass sales focus on trees 8-12 inches in diameter, which reduces lower canopy cover, increases sunlight, creates hotter, drier, conditions, and increases the growth rate of highly flammable shrubs, weeds, and brush.  The flammable material--the material that governs fire behavior--is generally less than three or four inches in diameter and is of no use to the biomass industry as it is too cost-intensive to extract and has no economic value.  Such material can only be dealt with through prescribed burning, or through non-commercial service contracts.  


Second, the reduction in canopy cover caused by biomass sales degrades habitat for imperiled species like the California spotted owl and Pacific fisher.  One of the key habitat components for the fisher, for example, is the lower canopy and understory in the 5-11 inch diameter size class.  


Third, biomass sales are virtually always part of larger sawtimber sales that focus on the removal of large, mature trees.  This is true because in order for the biomass operators to efficiently and cost-effectively extract the wood under 12 inches in diameter, most of the larger trees must first be removed--otherwise the biomass equipment can't get between the trees.  Thus, in a given timber sale, the sawtimber portion comes first, and then the biomass portion is done later--either by the same company or by a subcontractor.  The biomass portion removes not only trees up to 12 inches in diameter, but also large limbs from felled mature and old growth trees.  You do not see biomass sales by themselves.  Biomass logging is inextricably linked to logging mature and old growth forests.  Last week we filed suit against the Crystal-Adams timber sale on the eastside of the Plumas National Forest--a combined sawtimber/biomass sale.  The sale proposes about 600 acres of group selection (2 acre clearcuts) and about 2,000 acres of commercial thinnning in mature and old growth forest.  At least 158 acres of rare eastside old growth forest would be logged by the group selection alone. 


The Adams Peak Inventoried Roadless Area would also be logged (including thinning of trees up to 20 inches in diameter and one acre clearcuts), as would three northern goshawk nest stands.  After the large trees (many over 200 years old) are removed for sawtimber, the biomass removal will occur.  


Biomass logging generally cannot exist without the logging of mature and old growth forests--both of which practices destroy habitat and increase the incidence and severity of wildland fires.  


